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** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noveIt>', inventive step or industrial appUcabilit." 
citations and explanations supporting sucii statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6 
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NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Docizment 2 



Documents 

Document 1: US, 4547352, A (Capital City Products 

company), 15 October 1985 (15.10.85) & US,. 
4412978, A 

GB, 2097419, A (Colgate-Palmolive Company) , 3 
November 1982 (03.11.82) & JP, 57-159898, A & 
BE, 892283, A & FR, 2500475, Al & DE, 
3206265, Al 

EP, 0221776, A2 (Unilever NV) , 13 June 1987 
(13.06.87) & JP, 62-112697, A & AU, 8664469, 
A & US, 4900466, A 

GB, 2095274, A (Colgate-Palmolive Company), 
29 September 1982 (29.09.82) & JP, 57-173000, 
A & BE, 892282, A & FR, 2500474, Al & DE, 
3206379, Al & US, 5024778, A & US, 5080820, A 

Document 1 was cited in the written opinion; 
Documents 2-4 are cited in the international search 
report . 



Docxoment 3 



Document 4 



Explanation 
Claims 1-6 

Claims 1-6 do not involve an inventive step, in the 
light of Documents 1-4. 



International application No. 



Document 1 discloses a process for increasing the 
carrying capacity of granules by bringing water-soluble 
carrier granules for a surfactant or the like into contact 
with water and damaging the surface thereof, etc. (see 
Document 1, abstract, claims and examples). The forms of 
granular starting material used in the invention of the 
present application are known within the art as granules 
for carrying surfactants or the like, as disclosed an 
Documents 2-4; and a person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of applying a treatment disclosed xn 
Document 1 in order to increase the carrying capacxty of 

.., forms wherein the surface contains a 

water-soluble component. Making detergents by mixing 
carrier granules and a surfactant, with the surfactant xn 
the liquid state, is also known within the art, as 
disclosed in Document 1-4. 

Therefore, Claims 1-6 do not involve an inventive 
step, in the light of Documents 1-4. 
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(57) Abstract . ...... . u • *u r 

A process for producing granules for supporting a surfactant fnereon which comprises a step in which granules having on the surlace 
thereof a coating film containing a water-soluble ingredient are treated so as to have a coating film deficiency; and a process for producing 
detergent particles which comprises the step of mixing a surfactant composition with the granules obtained by the above process, under such 
conditions that the surfactant composition is in a liquid state. By the former process, surfactant-supporting granules havmg improved 
supporting ability can be obtained without lowering the detergency. Use of these granules can give detergent particles having excellent 
detergency. 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



# 



tional application No. 

PCT/JP99/07374 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[)<] the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as oriainallv filed 



. filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



Hied with the letter ol 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages ^ ^ 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23, 1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminar\' examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authorit>' in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ 

the description, pages 

n 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) ^ith r^ard to novelt>, inventive step or industrial applicabilit> ; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelt>' (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicabilit\' (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6 



1-6 



1-6 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Documents 

Document 1: US, 4547352, A (Capital City Products 

Company), 15 October 1985 (15.10.85) & US, 
4412978, A 

Document 2: GB, 2097419, A (Colgate-Palmolive Company), 3 
November 1982 (03.11.82) & JP, 57-159898, A & 
BE, 892283, A & FR, 2500475, Al & DE, 
3206265, Al 

Document 3: EP, 0221776, A2 (Unilever NV) , 13 June 1987 
(13.06.87) & JP, 62-112697, A & AU, 8664469, 
A & US, 4900466, A 

Document 4: GB, 2095274, A (Colgate-Palmolive Company), 

29 September 1982 (29.09.82) & JP, 57-173000, 
A & BE, 892282, A & FR, 2500474, Al & DE, 
3206379, Al & US, 5024778, A & US, 5080820, A 



Document 1 was cited in the written opinion; 
Documents 2-4 are cited in the international search 
report . 

Explanation 
Claims 1-6 

Claims 1-6 do not involve an inventive step, in the 
light of Dociaments 1-4. 
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Document 1 discloses a process for increasing the 
carrying capacity of granules by bringing water-soluble 
carrier granules for a surfactant or the like into contact 
with water and damaging the surface thereof, etc. (see 
Document 1, abstract, claims and examples). The forms of 
granular starting material used in the invention of the 
present application are known within the art as granules 
for carrying surfactants or the like, as disclosed xn 
Documents 2-4; and a person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of applying a treatment disclosed xn 
Document 1 in order to increase the carrying capacity of 

^ ,..v,^v=.-ir. -t-hP surface contains a 

said known granuxar j-ui.uis »vx.^--^" — - - 

water-soluble component. Making detergents by mixing 
carrier granules and a surfactant, with the surfactant xn 
the liquid state, is also known within the art, as 
disclosed in Document 1-4. 

Therefore, Claims 1-6 do not involve an inventxve 
step, in the light of Documents 1-4. 



